Build – A – Square Instructions

1. Choose a learning target 

2. Determine the student readiness level – is this for a student with new or advanced knowledge? will this be used as a review lesson or to check for student understanding?

3. Use the template on the next page to begin writing your questions. The questions (or answers) that touch need to be the same. (Ex. If one side says 5 x 2 then the other side should say 10 or a variation of that answer such as 7 + 3)

4. After you have completed the answers for the sides that touch, then you can add the distracters (the answers around the side that will not match up to any other square (rectangle)).  You will need to decide how difficult you want the game to be. You may want to make two squares that are similar that require the students to answer more than one of the questions on the card to determine the location.

TIP: Make sure that you write the questions or answers correctly on the card so as not to give students the hints as to where to place the cards without solving the questions. The students will look for any short cuts they can think of.

Ex. 






The students will know (or assume) that 81 should go on the top.
5. Now that the game board is complete, add the symmetrical shapes to the cards. These shapes serve no purpose for the student, but make grading for the teacher much easier. The teacher can walk around with a small card and compare the shapes to quickly check the students’ work. If you use letters or numbers, the students will assume they have figured out the game pieces and know how the card should be placed on the table. Make sure you vary the placement of the shapes for the different games you create. If you always leave the shapes in the same order, the students will memorize the position of the shapes and not answer the questions.

TIP: You may want to make the sets of these cards in different colors. This will allow you to keep the cards more organized as the students clean up.

	
	

	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Build – A – Square

What color was the set of cards your group had? 




Use the space below to write the answers to each of the four questions on your three cards.

Write the solution to your group’s square below. (You just need to write the letters in the appropriate rectangles.
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45


























