Sorting Cards
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· Give each student a 3”x5” index card to gather individual interest and learning style information.

· Decide what learning style and interest factors you are likely to use in your classroom and ask for that information here. If you will use Gardner’s 8 intelligences, you may want to ask for that information in one of these corners. 

· Do not ask students for information that will not be used for flexible grouping at some point during the semester. 

· You may want to use “genre of book” or a category that fits with your subject: favorite person/leader; area of science (botany, zoology, aerodynamics) of highest interest; etc. This will allow you to group by topic interest for applications of skills and knowledge.

· Use different color index cards for different periods of the day.

· To allow groupings to be made quickly and easily, attach a small piece of sticky magnetic strip to the info side of the card. Then, arrange cards into groups on a magnetic whiteboard so that students can move smoothly into assigned groups. Alternatively, use cards placed on tables to indicate the groups. (An alternative to a magnetic strip is to use Velcro.) 

· Laminate cards for frequent use.

· Use cards in a “pack” also as a way of randomly calling upon students during discussions or with questions.
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